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ARDVERIKIE CIRCUIT 

Distance Ascent Time Difficulty 

35.2km 840m 4.0-5.5 hours Moderate or Difficult 

 

Surface 

Good land rover track (and some metalled road) with the exception of the single track ascent of 
Bealach Leamhain and descent of the Moy Burn. 

Hazards 

High Mountains – the route climbs to over 750m over the Bealach Leamhain. 

River Crossing – the route fords the Allt Cam, which is relatively under normal conditions but could 
be tricky if the burn is in spate. 

Start 

Layby on the left of the A86 c.200m west of the entrance to Ardverikie Estate. 

Finish 

Layby on the left of the A86 c.200m west of the entrance to Ardverikie Estate. 

Route 

Follow the A86 back to the entrance to Ardverikie Estate taking care while on this busy road.  
Cross the bridge and pass the barrier keeping to the right on a metalled road.   After c.600m it is 
worth taking a short detour to the right to visit Laggan beach.  When a forest road joins from the 
left, turn left and follow it up past the sawmill down to the river and open ground. 

Turn second right (after a gate) and follow the land rover track up to Gallovie.  Continue past 
Gallove taking a detour to visit the Falls of Pattack if time permits.  Pass to the side of a locked 
gate (tight squeeze) and continue up the River Pattack on the track, which is form in places and 
loose in others. 

At NN 547 845 the take the new track climbing away from the river (rather than the route on the 
map), which bypasses the new hydro dam.  Re-join the old track and cross the bridge where the 
track deteriorates to a boggy path as it nears Loch Pattack. 

Turn right at the junction near the end of Loch Pattack and follow the shore path to the 
suspension bridge.  Cross the suspension bridge and climb the bank before turning right where the 
track divides.  Follow the track steeply uphill before it turns into a single track and descends to the 
Allt Cam. 

Leave the single track as soon as it nears the Allt Cam, ford the river (wet feet unless you are lucky) 
and follow a line in the grass up the opposite bank.  The line becomes a better defined but rough 
single track up the right side of the Allt Loch a’ Bhealaich Leamhain. 
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Cross the Allt Loch a’ Bhealaich Leamhain by a rocky ford and pick up the rough and sometimes 
boggy single track that climbs the broad ridge of Druim an t-Sluic.  Higher up the single track 
becomes better defined, although still rough, as it follows the obvious line across steep and rocky 
ground to reach a well-positioned platform above the Bealach Leamhain. 

Descend the steep single track from the platform to a junction of paths at the edge of the true 
Bealach Leamhain. 

Option 1: Main Route (Difficult) 

Turn right at the junction of paths and climb the rough single track path up to the bealach 
between Creag Pitridh and Geal Charn.  Descend into Cuil Mhaigh following vague lines across the 
open ground to reach the Moy Burn.  Descend the single track, which weaves its way down the 
Moy Burn and is steep and technical in places, but gives exciting riding.  As the ground flattens out 
cross open grassland to pick up the land rover track along the glen. 

Option 2: Alternate Route (Moderate) 

Turn left at the junction of paths and descend the steep single track/ATV track that follows the Allt 
Coire Pitridh to the head of Lochan na h-Earba.  Turn right and follow the rough land rover tack 
along the side of Lochan na h-Earba. 

 

Follow the land rover track past the end of the loch and through a gate as the track enters 
forestry.  Go straight ahead at a junction and follow the land rover track quickly down to 
Ardverikie Lodge.  Follow the signs to bypass the lodge and join a metalled road, which follows the 
shore of Loch Laggan back to the gatehouse. 
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