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GAICK PASS 

Distance Ascent Time Difficulty 

34.4km 758m 2-4 hours Moderate 

 

Surface 

Mostly land rover track with c.7km of metalled road and c.2km of single track. 

Start 

Parking just off the A9 on the minor road to Trinafour 

Finish 

Small layby 100m on the left up the minor road to Drumguish 
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Route 

Cross the A9 and take the track opposite the Trinafour junction signposted for the Gaick Pass.  
Climb the land rover track steeply ignoring a track branching to the right to pass a mast at the top 
of the hill. 

Turn right where the track forks on the far side of the mast at the bottom of a short descent .  
Follow the right fork to climb gently along the east side of the valley.  Shortly before Badnambiast 
the track descends to cross a bridge over the river as the valley narrows. 
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Cross the river again shortly before reaching the derelict shooting lodge of Sronphadruig.  
Continue past Sronphadruig following the deteriorating track and cross the river by the wide ford 
(usually dry).  Approximately 150m after the ford it is possible to re-cross the river at a flat section 
of rocks to pick up a rising path on the far bank (1).  This is the start of the single track section. 

The first 200-300m of the path is boggy, but it becomes drier as the slope to the left steepens and 
the southern end of Loch an Duin comes into view.  If for any reason the ford is impassable, it is 
possible to reach the same point by following a boggy path which diverges from the track 
immediately before the ford.  The single track section continues for c.2km along the west shore of 
the loch on the side of An Dun (2).  The track is rocky in places and occasionally quite technical, 
but it is always possible to walk any sections that look too daunting. 

Ford the outflow from Loch an Duin 200-300m beyond the northern end of the loch (wet feet a 
distinct possibility) to join a land rover track at the top of the far bank (3).  Turn left and continue 
northward, with occasional rougher sections, before crossing the Allt Gharbh Ghaig at another 
ford (wet feet a distinct possibility). 
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Gaick Lodge is reached shortly after crossing the Allt Gharbh Ghaig.  Gaick Lodge was the site of a 
massive avalanche on 4 January 1800 where 5 staying in the lodge were killed together with their 
dogs.  Gaick is one of a number of estates now owned by Anders Povlsen, the UK’s largest private 
landowner. 

Continue along the east side of Loch an t-Seilich to a dam at its northern end (5), which takes 
water from the loch under Meall Cuaich to Loch Cuaich and on through 5 hydro-electric power 
stations to Pitlochry in the Tummel hydro scheme.  The track beyond the dam is metalled, which is 
a welcome relief. 
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At Lynaberack Lodge the metalled section of the track ends (6), but the dirt surface beyond is 
relatively smooth and gives fairly easy riding. 

 

Climb one final hill before descending on a rough section past Killiehuntly to join the road at 
Tromie Bridge.  Turn right on the road and after 300m turn right (signposted to Drumguish) and 
climb steeply for 100m to arrive at a small parking area on the left at the top of the hill. 

 


